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THEN I had jaſt delivered this plain 
| Sermon from the Pulpit, it was a great 
Surprize to me to find my ſelf ſurrounded with 
Importunities to make it more pablick. Nor can 
J impute this to any thing but to the affectionate 
Zeal and Concern of my Auditors about all E- 
wents that relate to the Royal Houſe of Great 
Britain, and to a Mind well prepar'd by the late 
important Occurrences to receive Inſtructions of 
Picty from a common Diſcourſe without Art or 
Ornament. © | 
I muſt acknowledge, that when any great and 
momentous Changes ariſe in the. World, it is my 
ee in the courſe of my Miniſtry to excite my 

earers 10 4 piaus Notice and Improvement of 
them. And when upon the Death of our late gra- 
rious Sovereign, | obſerved among my Acquaitiance 
{0 juſt and ſincere @ Foy for the peaceful Succeſſion 
of a Proteſtant Prince to the Britiſh Throne, 1 
Was defirous to turn the Stream of it into a reli - 
gious Channel, and to awaken their Thoughts to 
4 more ſolemn and diſtinct obſervation of the 
Hand of God, both in putting a ſudden period ts 
tbe Reign of one excellent King, and the imme> 
diate advancement of another : But I have at: 
ways had an averſion to ſend any of theſe Com- 
Poſures to the Preſs. I know ſeveral of _—_ 
% F thren 
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thren are much better qualify'd for ſuch Services ; 
And after almoſt 30 Tears ſpent in the Miniſtry 
¶ bave never yet. publiſhed one Sermon on ſuch 
Political Occaſions. 

But the requeſts of many Perſons multiply'd ſo 
faſt upon mt at this time, that I found my ſelf 
conflirain'd to ſubmit my own Inclinations, and 
refeen them up to the power which my Friends 
have over me. Perhaps the voice of the People 
in this Reſpet may be the voice of God. | 

Had I defign'd to preſent the World with # 
Diſcourſe relating to this great Event, I think 
7 ſhould have choſen a ieren, Text, and taken 
much more time in the Compoſition. But ſuch as 
it is, I muſt now commit it to the Candor of my 
Readers; and humbly ast of God to 1 my firſt 
Eſffay of this Kind to-the ſervice of the Souls of 
Men, that in all Occurrences they may learn firſt 


to pay a religious veneration to the hand of God 


the ſupreme and eternal King, and then that they 
may give all due Honour to tht memory of out 
deceaſed Royal Benefactors, aud may yield all af- 
fectionate duty and ſubmiſſion to thoſe whom the 
kind providence of God has been long preparing 
for the Throne, and bas now exalted to that ſub- 
lime Dignity and important Station: May Di- 
vine Wiſdom ant Mercy ever guide and defend 


them! May the Almighty God pour out bis richeſt. 


Bleſſings on their Royal Perſons and their ue 
in a long and gloridus Succeſſion, and render thent 
the Guards and Honcurs of Chriſtidaity and 
Great Britain /o long as the Sun and Moon en- 
dure Amen. * | 
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HE folema and important Occur- 
rences of the laſt Week call us to 

a ſerious Notice of the Hand of God in 
them : The Death of our late Gracious 
Sovereign, and the happy Acceſſion of 
his preſent Majeſty, have diverted my 
Thoughts from the Subject which I lately 
propoſed, and have determined me to 


entertain you this Day with the Words 
of the holy Prophet 


IS AIAEH V. 12. 


And the Harp and the Viol, the Tabret 
and Pipe, and Wine are in their Feaſts : 
but they regard not the Work of the 
Lord, neither conſider the Operation of 
his Hands. 


N the Reigns of ſeveral of our former 

1 Princes we had a juſt and melancho- 
ly Apprehenſion of Popzſh Darkneſs 

and Tyranny breaking in upon us at their 
B Death. 


C2] 


Death. The peaceful and regular Suc- 
ceſſion of a Proteſtant Heir to his Father's 
Throne, is ſuch a Bleſſing as hath not 
been known in Great Britain for a hun- 
dred Years paſt *: It might well be ex- 
pected then that it ſhould be received with 
univerſal Joy and Gladneſs of Heart. The 
occaſion for it is proper and glorious : 
Nor will I cenſure the moderate uſe of a 
Feaſt, and a Song, and Inſtruments of 
Moſic ck, to express this inward and be- 
coming Joy; Nor doth the Prophet in my 


| 8 forbid them as unlawful Things; 


but he gives it as the Character of the 
Per phane Part of Mankind, that upon all 

ccaſions they give up themſelves to ſen- 
ſual Merrimen, with an utter neglect of 
the Providence of God. 

In ſuch Events as we behold this Day, 
the Man of Wiſdom and Picty looks all 
around him: he takes a religious. Notice 
of the Death of a preceding Prince, which 
makes way for the Introduction of his Suc- 


ceſſor, and he pdints his Eye to the Hand 


of God in rhe ſudden change of our Ru- 


© The laſt I ee of this kind was when Charles the 
If, fudceeded his Father James the If. in the Year 1625. 
and indeed this was the only one, except when 'Edzogrd 
the VIA came to thy Crown in n room of oP the 
Mike his Fat ler. a 
* 188 04 1 6 A 
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lers. The true Chriſtian aſſumes the Lan- 
guage of the Prophet Daniel with a de- 
vout Lemper of Mind, Bleſſed be the 
Name of God for cen, for Wiſdom and 
Might. are his: He changeth the Times 
and the: Seafons,. heremoveth Kings, and 
he ſetteth up Kings, Daniel ii. 21. Where- 
as. the: formal Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
or. the vicious part of the People, ' {hew 
their, Mirth by enflaming themſelves with 
ſtrong Drink ; and the Harp and the Viol 
are in their Feaſts, but they regard not the 
Work of the Lord, nor conſider the Opera- 
tion of his Hands. This is the Crime 
which the Prophet ſeverely reproves, and 
for which he pronounces divine Threat- 
nings in the following Verſes. 

Io make a right improvement of the 
preſent Providence, and the Text, 1ſhak 
enquire, #. V. 10 5 


I. What ſort of Notice we ought to 
take of the Diſpenſations of God, 
and eſpecially in the Affairs of Na- 
EL 
II. 1 ſhall conſider, What is the Guile 
and Danger of diſregarding the Hand 
of God herein. | 
III. I will apply theſe Things particu- 
larly to the preſent Events in our 
Nation. B 2 Firſt, 


[4] 
.. Firſt, hat ſort of Notice ought we t 
take of the Diſpenſations of God? 1 an- 
{wer briefly under three general Heads. 
1. We ſhould make a ſolemn obſervation 
of what is awful: and affiiftive in the E- 
vents of Divine Providence, and learn 
ſome inſtruttive Leſſons thereby. If the 
Life of a Sparrow be the Object of Di- 
vine Superintendency, if a Sparrow fall 
not to the Ground without our heavenly 
Father, much more ſhould we direct our 
Thoughts to the Operation and Influgnce 
of God in the greater Incidents of the Life 
and Death of Man, and the important 
Changes that depend upon them. hen 
the Fudgments of God are abroad in the 
Earth, the Inhabitants of the World will 
learn Righteouſneſs, or at leaſt they ought 


to do it, 1/aiah xxvi. 8, 9. Is there any 


Evil in the City, any Sorrow attcnds 
a Nation, but the Lord hath a hand in it? 


Amos iii. 6. The voice of the Lord hath 


ſeven, and the Man of Wiſdom will ſee 
is Name, will hear the Rod and him that 
hath appointed it, Micah vi. 9. The Man 
of Religion will enquire, © What have 1 
done to provoke the Almighty to ſend 
« down his A from Heaven ? 
« What abuſe of Mercies have I been 
* guilty of, to provoke the great God to 

ot 48 remove 
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«© remove them from me? What ſharc 


c have I had in the common guilt of a 


« Nation, that may hive awakened the 
« Anger of God againſt it in any inſtances 
2 publick Sorrow ? 

2. We ſhould raiſe our Hearts to 4 
delightful notice and a grateful ſenſe of 
the Mercy of God in his Providences. 
The Buſineſs of Religion is not all ſad- 
neſs and mourning. We are bound to 
take notice of publick Joys, as well as 
6f common and extenſive Calamitics. 
A Chriſtian may ' rejoice in the Light 
of Heaven and the Sun-beams, as well 
as obſerve the Clouds, and Thunder and 
Storms; but he muſt remember they 
all come from above. . The wicked of 
the Earth make themſelves merry amidſt 
the Comforts of Life without any No- 
tice of the God that gives them, or any 
Thank-offerings to his Name: But a ſin- 
cere Chriſtian loves to receive his Bleſ- 
ſings from the Hand of his heavenly Fa- 
ther: He looks on them as the diſtribu- 
tions of Divine Love, he beholds them 
ſanctifyd by the Covenant of rich Grace, 
and thereby he taſtes a double reliſh of 
Sweetneſs in them. Common and pub- 
lick Bleſſings afford him a private and deli- 
cious Senſation beyond what the thought- 

2 leſs 


64 

Jeſs Herd of Mankind partake of: The 
Stranger intermeddles not with this Joy. 
When he drinks of the ſweet Streams of 
Delight here on Earth, he traces them 
to the Fountain Head in Heaven, and, as 
it were bathes himſelf. ; in. the immenſe 
Ocean of Goodnels. © This God. is my. 
% God, my heavenly Friend,, and he Will 
ce be my God for ever and ever. 

3. We ſhould make a humble enquiry into 
1 various Duties, both toward God and 
Man, which Divine Providence calls us to 
at ſpecial Seaſons,and under r ſpecialCircums 
ſtances, It is the Language of a Soul that 
walks with God, . Lard chat. cuilt thou 
ee have me to do?” There is not a Day 
nor an Hout but brings a Duty with, it; 
not a change of Providence but calls for. 
peculiar Practices of Piety. 

We are placed here in a State of Ser- 


vice, and God requires that our Eye be 


directed to him hourly, as the Eye of a 
Servant to his Maſter, or a Handmaid 
to her Miſtreſs; ſo ſpeaks the Royal Pſal- 


miſt, Pſalm cxxiii. 2, We ſhould watch 
every motion of the right Hand of our 


God, and all the progreſs of his Foot- 
"ſteps in his Government of the World, 
that we may licarn our proper Buſineſs 


thence ; that in the time of. proſperity we 


may 
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71 
may rejoyce in the Lord, and in the bony 
of adverſity ue may ſet our (elves to con- 
ſider. our Ways and humble our ſelves 
before him. Tis the Word of God that 
appoints us. the. general. Rules of Duty 
and Religion; but tis Providence that 
leads us to apply theſe Rules, and to _ 
them. into daity Practice. 

Thus having enquired What ſort: of No- 
tice a Chriſtian ought to take of the Hand 
of God in the Events of Life, We proceed 
to ſhew in the ſecond Place, what is tht 
Guilt and Danger of neglecting this pious 
Practice: And that may be comprized 
chiefly under the four following Heads. 
1. Thoſe who take no notice of the 
Operations of God in the Affairs of hu- 
man Life, abuſe their Reaſon and their 
better Powers, both as Men and as. Chri- 


ſtians. Our Eyes and our Ears and other 


Senſes of the Body are given us to take 
Notice of the outward Objects that ſur- 


round us which are the Springs of Pain 
or Pleaſure; and theſe we enjoy in com- 
mon with the Beaſts of the Earth: The 
* Birds and the Fiſhes, the creeping Things, 
3 and every little Inſe& employ their cor- 
= porcal Powers for the ſame Purpoſes; 
but Man was. made with nobler Princi- 


ples, and capacitated to diſcover and diſ- 
Ih cern 
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cern the Hand of God his Creator, and 
to obſerve his ſupreme Ditection of all 
the Affairs of Mankind: and if we con- 
ſider our ſelves as Chtiſtians, we profeſs 
ſtill a diviner Principle of converſe with 
God. How mean, how ignoble and 
degenerate a thing is it then, for Men 
who profeſs Chriſtianity, to look no fur- 
ther than the Objects of Senſe, and fink 
themſelves to the rank of the brute Crea: 
tion? Man, tho' he be raiſed by the ſta: 
tion of his Nature, toa more honourable 
Character than the reſt of the Animals; 
yet if he remain without underſtanding , 
and thoughtleſs of his God, he becomes 


like the Beaſts that periſh : Brute Beaſts, i? ; 


which (as the Apaſtle ſays) are made to 
be dleſtroy d, 2 Peter ii. 12. So Men that 


regard not the Operation of the Lord, nor | | 
confider the Work of his Hands, the Lord 


1 deſtroy them and not build them up. 
Pſalm xxvilli. 5. 


2. Thoſe who diſregard the Work of 


God in the Events of human Life, hey 
deprive the _ God himſelf of that 
Hot Hic. 


eſpecially from his more important Provi- 
gdences. Doth not his ſublime Wifdom, 


his extenſive Goodneſs, and his Almighty 
Power, diſplay themſelves gloriouſly-in 


he demands Ye, expects, 
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his providential Government of Man: 
kind? and is it not with this Deſign, that 
his intelligent Creature Man ſhould take 
notice of this diſplay of his Glorics? To 
what purpoſe are all the manifeſtations 
of his Mercy and of his. Judgment a- 
mong Men, if the Sons of Adam dif 
regard them all? Will not the ſupreme 
Governor of the World reſent ſuch a 
ſtupid and ſottiſh Conduct? Does the 
great God write his own Name in every 
Leaf of his two great Volumes of Nature 
and Providence, and ſhall his Creature 
Man take no notice of it, and refuſe to | | 
read it? Will he for ever bear with Crea- 1 
tures that neglect to take notice of the i 
Name and Works of their Almighty 1 
Maker? | | \ 
3. They bereave themſelves of the rich | 
Advantages that may be derived from f 
ſuch converſe with God about the Events of 8 
human Life. If we were but wiſe and 
curious Obſervers of the conduct of Pro- 
vidence, what. divine Experiments might 
we obtain of the Wiſdom and of the 
Grace of God? and lay up a Treaſure of 4 
ſweet and ſolid Foundations for Encou- 1 


ragement and hope in Days to come? 
The Royal Pſalmiſt aſſures us of bleſſed 
Advantages to be derived from a skilful 

| notice 
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notice of divine Providences, Pſalm cvii. 
43. Whoſo is wiſe and will obſerve the 
things, even they ſhall underſtand the Lo- 
ving Kindneſs of the Lord. They who 
learn to know his Name, by a wiſe atten- 
dance to his Works, will put their truſt 
in him. 

If we overlook the Hand of the Al- 
mighty in the Events of human Life, we 
loſe much of the ſpiritual profit of awful 
and afflitive Providences, and much of 
the ſweetneſs of temporal Mercies. Such 
a a ſinful neglect will alſo lead us by degrees 
to a woful omiſſion of our daily Duties, 
and bring us into great danger of dege- 
neracy and backſliding, into a carnal and 
worldly frame of Spirit: Whereas if we 
make it our buſineſs to watch the Hand 
of God.in the Occurrences of the World, 
this is indeed living by Faith, as ſeermg 
him that is inviſible; and we are much 
better prepared by ſuch a converſe with 
God on Earth for a more intimate bleſ- 
ſed converſe with him in the World of 
fight and enjoyment. 

4. Thoſe who regard not the Works 
of the Lord provoke him 10 deprive them 
of all the Bleſſings of Life, and to aban- 
don themtoutter Ruin. How can they ever 
ae that the Lord will beſtow repeated 

Mercies 


my 
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Mercies upon them, when they take no 
notice of his Power and his Hand in the 
Bleſſings they have already received? How 
can they expect to enjoy the continuance 
of preſent Comforts? Iſrael did not know 
that I gave them Corn, and Wine, and 
Oyl, therefore I will return and take a- 
Way my Corn in the Seaſon thereof, and 


my Wine inits Seaſon, and I will recover 


my Wool which was given to cover their 
Nakeaneſs, Hoſea ii. 8, 9. If this be 
our practice, we may juſtly expect to be 
left of God, and bercav'd of the Mercies 
that relate to this Life and the Life to 
come. F we like not to retain God in 
our Knowledge, and to glorify him as God, 
we may juſtly fear to be given up to a re- 


probate mind and to final Deſtruction. Let 


ſuch ſtupid and regardleſs Sinners read 
the threatnings of the Lord againſt ſuch 
brutiſh People in the Words that fol- 
low my Text. Therefore my People ſball 


£0 into Capttvity becauſe they have no 


Knowledge ; their honourable Men are 


famiſhed, and their Multitude dry d up with 


Thirſt : Therefore Hell hath enlarged it 


ſelf, and open dits Mouth without meaſure, 


and theirGlory and their Mult itudeand their 
Pomp, and he that rejoiceth ſhall deſcend 
iuto it. A juſt Vengeance on ſuch Impiety! 

vhs GC 2 pro- 
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proceed now to the third general 


Head which I propoſed, and that is to 


20 the ſenſe of my Text to the particular 
vent of the laſt Week. And I ſhall di- 
vide the Circumſtances of this great E- 
vent, vg. the Death of one King and the 
Succeſſion of another, together with the 
Notices we ſhould take of it, under the 
three particulars before mentioned, vr. 
We are called to confider what there is 
in it of an aw ful and. afflitive Kind, what 
bleſſed mixtures of Mercy attend the af- 


flictive Providence, and what are our pre- 


ſent Duties, both to God and Man, which 
are derived thence. 
I. Let us conſider what there is in this 
Providence that is awful and afflittive, 
and what Leſſons of ſerious Inſtruction we 
may draw from it. 
1. Here is the Death of one of the 
greateſt Men upon Earth: A King whoſe 
Dominion was ſpread from Sea to Sea, 
and who reigned over ſeveral Nations: 
A Prince who held the Balance of Europe, 
and determined the Superiority to which 
Side ſoever he inclined : One that was 
Arbiter of Peace 'and War among the 
Potentates of the World. Yet behold' he 
is ſubject to Mortality and the common 
ſtroke of Dcath, Pſalm Ixxxii. 6, 7. T 
have 


Lays) 


have ſaid ye are Gods, becauſe the Power 
of Magiſtrates bcars ſome reſemblance ro 
that of the God of Heaven: Therefore 
they are called the Children of the moſt 
High; but they muſt die like other Men. 
'Tis the hand of the Lord hath wrought 
this, in whoſe hand is the Soul of every 
kving thing, and the Breath of all Man- 
kad, Job xi. g. | 
The Leſſan that we derive from this 
view of Things, is, to tate heed leſt we 
depend toa much on the Life of the beſt 
of Princes. Tho we derive many Bleſ- 
lings thro' their Influence, yet we muſt re- 
member they are not immortal. Let God 
alone be the ſolid and everlaſting Reſt and 
Refuge of our Souls, whole Life is Eter- 
nity, - whoſe Kingdom reigns over all, 
and his Dominion is for ever and ever. 
Pſalm cxlvi. 3, 4, 5. Put. not your truſt 
in Princes, nor in the Son of Man, in whom 
there is no help; his Breath goeth forth, 
he returneth to his Earth, in that very - 
day his Thoughts periſh, and all our de- 
pendences are vain and fruſtrate. Happy is 
he that hath the God of Facob for his 
help, whoſe hope is the Lord his God, who 
made Heaven, and Earth, and Sea, and 
keepeth the Truth for ever. Ea. ii. ult. 
Ceaſe ye from Man whoſe Breath is in his 
ö Noſtrils, 
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Noſtrils, for wherein is he to be account- 
ed of ? God alone is our immortal Hope. 
2. We may remark in this Event, the 
ſudden Death of this great Man in a Jour- 
ney to his native Land. He ſet out from 
his Palace in Great Britain in a ſtate of 
Health and Vigor, with a firm Conſtitu- 
tion and Strength above the proportion 
of his Years: but e're he arrived at the 
place which he deſign'd, he was ſmitten 
with a mortal Faintneſs, and hurried away 
from the Earth in an unexpected Hour: 
He was arreſted in his Journey by a fatal 
Meſſenger from the King of Kings, a Meſ- 
ſenger whoſe Name is Death, and whoſe 
Commiſſion admits of no delay; a Meſ- 
ſenger who lays his cold Hand on Princes, 
and bears them away reſiſtleſs thro' the 
midſt of their Guards, to their long home, 
and the unſeen World. Vain was the 
Skill of Phyſicians in that mournful Hour; 
the zeal and fondneſs of a Brother's Love 
Was vain. He arriv'd at the Palace of O/- 
nabrug, the Habitation of his deareſt Bro- 
ther, and only gave him the ſad oppor- 
tunity to ſee a dying Monarch, and take 
his laſt long leave of ſo near and ſo deſi- 

rable a Relative. 
What Leſſon ſhall we learn now from 
the fuddenneſs of this great Event, but to 
awaken 


[15] 


awaken our own Souls to a conſtant readt- 
neſs for a removal. Be ye always ready, 
ſays our bleſſed Lord, for ye know not 
when ye ſhall be called, whether at Even 
or at Midnight, or when the Cock crows 
in the Morning : Whether we ſhall be 
ſummon'd away at once from our own 
Homes, or when we are travelling in di- 
ftant Lands. Let us remember we afe 
ſtill Borderers on the Grave and the eter- 
nal World, and we are always within a 
Moment's reach. of the inviſible State and 


the Region of Spirits. Tis but the Wink 
of an Eye, the Ceſſation of the Pulſe, the 


Stoppage of our Breath, and we arc gone 
beyond the Power of Medicines, and the 
Art of Man to recall us. Who wou'd 


venture upon a Journey without having 


his Soul inſured in the Hands of Jeſus the 
Saviour ? 

There is another Reflexion that we may 
derive from this Circumſtance of the Death 
of our late Sovereign, and that is, How 
often haye we our ſelves been preſerved 
in Journeys, when our gracious Monarch 
died in the midſt of his Travels? How 
have we left our Habitations in peace, 
viſited our Friends in diſtant parts, and 
returned to our Dwellings in peace again? 
But this great Man was cut off on a ſud- 
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den, before he reach d the Place deſign d! 
How often have our Friends gone forth 
from the midſt of us, and been brought 
back with Safety and Joy? our King went 
from us and returns no more; here's the 
Sovereignty of Divine Providence; here's 
the interpoſing Will of the Almighty. 
Let us remember then to take the Will 
and Providence of the great God into our 
Conſultations, when 'we ſay, To Day, 
or to Morrow, we will go into ſuch a 
City, and continue there a Seaſon and re- 


turn again; whereas we know not what 


ſhall be on the Morrow : What is your 
Life, 'tis even a Vapour that appears for 
a little time and then vaniſhes away ; we 
ought therefore to ſay, If the Lord will, 
we ſhall liue and do this or that, accord- 
ing to our purpoſe, Jam. iv. 14. 

3. Let us remember that this great Event 
carries in it the appearance of a huge Afflic- 
run to Great Britain, for tis the Death of a 
King whoſe happy Accceſſion was a glori- 
ous Deliverance of out Nation from Slave- 
xy, and a Defence of our Religion from 
PoprſhSuperſtition, Tyranny, and Blood : 
We have loſt a great and glorious Bene- 
factor, under whoſe Government we had 
enjoy'd the Bleſſings of Peace and. Plenty 
for ſo many Vears together. At his Ac- 
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teſſion to the Crown he ſcattered our 
Fears, and fill'd every Soul with Gladneſs : 
He cruſh'd a dangerous Rebellion in our 
Land in the beginning of his Reign ; and 


by the Wiſdom of his Counſels at home, 


and the Terror of his Arms abroad, he 
maintain'd Peace among the Nations. 
This is he concerning whom we were 
ready to ſay, that we ſhall ſit many Tears 


under his Shadow in our native Land, 


enjoying the comforts of Life, and the 
privileges of the Houſe of God : But 
he is ſmitten, his Life is vaniſh'd, and 
he is gone from the Earth: Our Delive- 
rer and our Guardian is removed from the 
midſt of us, he will deliver and defend us 

no more. | 
The Leſſon of Inſtruction which we de- 
rive hence is this, The great God doth not 
ſtand in need of the greateſt of Men to 
carry on his own Work. O!] the divine 
Magnificence of the Government of God, 
who can prepare and qualify Inſtruments 
for his own Service, and employ them 
for a Seaſon for bleſſed Purpoſes, and lay 
them aſide again at pleaſure, without the 
leaſt Interruption to his important De- 
ſigns! If the bleſſed God had ſtood in 
need of a Man, for the ſupport of his 
Intereſt in the World, and for the guard 
D of 
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of our Nation, one wou'd be ready to 
ſay, Surely our gracious departed Sove- 
reign wou d have been continued in the 
midſt of us, and wou'd have been pre- 
ſerved yet many Years on the Britiſß 
Throne. But the Lord ſeeth not as Man 
ſees : his Thoughts are above our Thong his, 
and his Ways are above ours, as the Hea- 
venus are above the Earth. He hath ſeen 
fit to cut ſhort the Life of our King, the 
Guardian of our Libertics, and the De- 
fender of our Faith, and yet we truſt he 
intends to fave Great Britain, and to 
preſerve his Churches in the midſt of her: 
He can do it while King GEORGE our 
Deliverer lies aſleep in the Duſt and Si- 
lence, 

4. When we conſider the many per- 
| ſonal Excellencics and Royal Virtues that 
adorned the Character of our late Sove- 
reign, tis an awful and afflictive thing to 
think of ſo much Excellency removed 
from the Earth. The World is bereav'd 
of one of the beſt of Princes. Should we 
take a ſurvey of his excellent Qualifica- 
tions for Government, it wou'd cnter- 
tain us beyond the meaſure of our pre- 
ſent Time; but in gratitude to the me- 
mory, of ſuch a Prince, and to awaken a 
as Senſe of our Loſs, we cannot paſs 
away 
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away to the next Head, without the ſhort 
mention of a few 'of theſe Royal Vir- 
tucs. 

(1) He was a Prince of a wiſe Heart, 
and cxccllent in Counſel; Sagacious to 
foreſce threatning Dangers at a diſtance, 
and to penetrate into future Events, as 
far as human foreſight is permitted to 
do it. Conſummate Wiſdom makes an 
approach to a prophetick Spirit. How 
juſt and happy were his Sentiments of the 
tendency of things in the former Reign? 
How true his Preſages? and how dread- 
ful had the final Event been, if a merciful 
Providence had not brought him to the 
Throne, to prevent the Dangers which 
he foreſaw? With how ſucceſsful a Pe- 
netration did he enter into the Projects 
of Foreign Princes, and by a prudent Pre- 
caution. guard us from the mitchievous 
Influence of them? Great Britam, and 
the Nations in Alliance therewith, find 
the preſent happy Effects of his Wiſdom 
in this reſpect. 

(2.) He was a Prince of great firmneſs 
of Soul ; his Heart was all Courage; Re- 
ſolution and a ſteady Conduct ran thro' 
the whole of his Affairs: And in many 
inſtances thoſe that were near the Throne 
have obſerved a remarkable conſtancy of 
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Spirit in his Government, the happy Ef- 
fects whereof have been very diſcernable 
to thoſe at a greater diſtance. We have 
had no weak, fickle Management, and 
changing Scenes of Things ſince he wore 
the Crown: This made him the more be- 
loved by his Friends, and his Enemies 
ſtood the more in Awe of him. | 
3. Mercy, Goodneſs, and Love were 
wrought into his very Conſtitution ; they 
diſcovered themſelves even to the Eyes 
of Strangers, in the very features of his 
Countenance: Every one that ſaw his 
Face, declared they ſaw the evident traces 
and ſignatures of Benignity and Good- 
neſs there: And theſe Virtues ſhone ſo 
much the brighter, by how much the 
higher ſtation they were placed in. Gen- 
tleneſs and Love to Mankind, and friend- 
ly Benevolence, are excellent Diſpoſitions 
in any Man, but when they are join'd 
with Majeſty, they imitate the Glories of 
God himſelf, and carry an illuſtrious re- 
ſemblance of our Maker. The Death of 
ſuch a Sovereign, who ſat on the Throne 
with: Meekneſs, and Love, and Com- 
paſſion attending on each ſide of him, is 


a great and heavy Loſs to a free- born Na- 
tion. 


4. He 
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4. He was a Prince without Pride, His 

whole Conduct made it appcar, that he 
regarded the good of his Subjects more 
than his own Grandeur. He ſeemed to 
have no ſuperior Airs about him; no ſu- 
percilious Looks; but was affable in his 
whole Deportment towards thoſe who 
were ſo much beneath him. He had 
nothing of that reſtleſs and miſchievous 


Quality of Ambition, that takes every 


Opportunity to graſp at more Power, and 
to ſeize on the ancient Rights and the 
Freedoms even of a Loyal and obedient 
People. The Happineſs of his Subjects 
ſeemed to be his conſtant Wiſh and his 
higheſt Joy. | 

5. He was a Prince who delighted to re- 
ward his Friends, and wou'd never forget 
paſt Services: Of this we are Witneſſes 
in a ſpecial manner who worſhip God ac- 
cording to our Conſciences.in a way 
. ſomewhat different from the national E- 
ftabliſhment : he knew the heartineſs of 
our Zeal for the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
and our activity for his Intereſt according 
to our limited and narrow Powers before 
he yet arrived at the Throne; and the 
Repeal of ſome hard and ſevere Laws 
which ſtood in force againſt us, and the 
enereaſe of our Liberties, muſt be aſcribed 
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in ſome meaſure to this generous Principle 
which reigned in the Heart of our deceaſed 
Sovercign. And it muſt be ſaid to the 
immortal Honour of King GEoRGE, that 
this is no very common Character among 
the Princes of the Earth. 

6. Among his other excellent Diſpoſi- 
tions it ought never to be forgotten that 
he had the common welfare of Proteſ- 
fants much at Heart, and upon every 
Occaſion interpos'd in their behalf. He 
could not bear to ſee his Brethren in the 
profeſſion of the ſame Faith, ill treated 


by Popiſh Princes, and unjuſtly burden'd 


by the perſecuting Powers of this World. 
He knew Conſcience was a ſacred thing, 
and that the Empire of it belong'd only 
to God; and as he would not aſſume a 
Power over it at home, nor impoſe Yokes 
of Bondage on any of his Subjects, ſo nei- 
ther was he patient to ſee this Antichri- 
ſtian Spirit prevail over Mankind abroad, 
whereſocver it was poſlible for him to 
procure a redreſs of ſuch Grievances, His 
own. Counſels, his wiſe Orders to his 
Miniſters, and his Royal Letters to fo- 
reign Princes bear a glorious Witneſs to 
this part of his Character. 
It muſt be told alſo to the immortal 
Honour of his Name and Memory with 
What 
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what Zeal he ſought the Union of Pro- 
teſtants among themſelves. How readi- 
ly he employ'd his good Offices, to relax 
the Bonds of Impoſition and Severity in 
ſome of the reformed Cantons of Swi zer- 
land, that Conſcience might have a larget 
Liberty in the Modes of profeſling the 
ſame Faith and Worſhip. Surely the Man 
who labour'd ſo gloriouſly to procure this 
Freedom for Chriſtians abroad, mult be in- 
fluenced by higher Views than thoſe which 
are merely Political, to maintain and pro- 
mote a juſt Liberty of Conſcience among 
his own Subjects. 

To conclude, he was a Prince who 
ſought to oblige all that he had to do 
with and to make them eaſy and happy; 
but for thoſe who would not be wrought. 
upon by the condeſcenſions of his Love, 
he knew how to keep them in Subjec- 
tion. The Church of God in the World, 
the Proteſtant Kingdoms, and the Nation 
of Great Britain have ſuſtain'd a great 
and certain Loſs, when ſuch a Governour, 
ſuch a Benefactor, ſuch an extenſive Bleſ- 
ſing is taken from the Earth. 

II. We proceed now to the ſecond 
Thing remarkable in the late Event of 
Providence, and that is to conſider what 


on Dig are mingled with this awful Diſ- 
penſation, 
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penſation, that we may raiſe our Souls to 
a delightful and grateful ſenſe of them. 

1. That a Prince of ſo many excellent 
Qualifications reigned ſo long over us, 
and that we enjoyed the Bleſſing of his 
wiſe and peaceful Government for ſuch 
a number of Years. 

And here it becomes us on this Oc- 
caſion to call to mind the former Vears 
of our Diſtreſs and Danger, and the ſur- 
prizing Pleaſure of our firſt Deliverance. 
Bleſſed be the Name of our God that he 
raiſed up ſuch a Succeſſor to the Pritiſh 
Throne, ſuch a Defender of the Faith; 
ſuch a glorious Deliverer of the Nation 
from the imminent Perils under which 
we lay, wherein Property and Religion, 
Liberty and Life were all expoſed. Bleſ- 
ſed be the Hand of our God that inter- 
poſed in ſo ſignal a Seaſon, and con- 
founded all the Devices of our Enemies; 
He blaſted their preſumptuous Hopes at 
once, and overwhelm'd them with a huge 
and fatal Diſappointment : The Snare was 
broken and we eſcaped; the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion obtained, and King GEORGE 
was raiſed to his appointed Throne, and 
all that is dear to us was reſcued from 
the Hands of Popiſh Tyranny, which 
was ready to invade us. 

Let 


Mop 


Let us recollect with pleaſute the mercy 


of out God who inſpired his Predeceffor 


King William of glorious Memory to lay 


the Foundation of the Proteſtant Sue- 


ceſſion to the Crown of theſe Kingdoms, 


Then he prepared a healing Balm for the 
Wound which we receivedat the Death of 
our late Sovercign, and made a happy Pro- 
viſion againſt a thouſand diſtant Dangers. 
Let ns give Glory to our God who 
prolonged the Life of our late King, and 
made him the Author of numerous Bleſ- 
ſings for almoſt thirteen Years together : 

A large ſpace of the Life of Man, wherein 
we enjoyed our civil Properties in Peace, 
and our religious Privileges were con- 
firmed to us by the conſtant Favout of 
our Prince! Tho' in the beginning of his 
Reign, the Enemy made their utmoſt Ef- 


forts againſt us by lifting up Axes and 


Hammers againſt our Places of Worſhip, 
becauſe of our inviolable attachment to 
his intereſt, yet his wiſe and ſteady Conduct 
ſoon {upprel(s'd thoſe Riots, and the Law 
1. us againſt future Fears. 

It muſt be acknowledged as an 
inſtinct of Divine Mercy , that our 
King was not taken from the Earth by 
the Hands of Violence. A bloody Death 
had been a much more formidable Ap- 

E pearance, 
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pearance. This would have fill'd our Hearts 
with diſmay, leſt a ſecret Train of Mi. 
chiefs ſhould have been contrived and 
broken out to our great Confuſion. Bleſ- 
ſed be the Name of our God that guarded 
his precious Life from Day to Day, and 
continued him to a good old Age, tho 
he had ſuch a e of Enemies on 
Earth and in Hell. The Agents of Rome 
are never wanting to contrive the De- 
ſtruction of all thoſe that ſupport what 


they call the Northern Hereſy, and the 


Powers of Darkneſs are engaged on their 


Side. Yet this great Man came to his 


Grave in Peace, and died as David did, 
at a comfortable length of Yeats, full 
of Days, Riches and Honour. 

3. Tis to be reckoned among our Mer- 
cies, ſince he lived ſo long as to ſee the 
Seeds of Diſcord: ſown among the Na- 
tions in Europe, and the firſt Efforts of 
a War in Hain, that he lived alſo long 
enough to lay the Foundations of an ex- 
tenſive Peace. 

'Tis worthy of our notice that the Em- 
preſs of Muſcovy, who was known to 
be in a contrary Intereſt, died but a few 
Weeks ago, whereby tis ſuppoſed ſome of 
the Foreign Potentates were more power- 
n and bbecdlh induced to accept the 

Preli- 
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Preliminaries of a Treaty of Peace. Bleſ- 
ſed be the God of Peace that our Sove- 
reign lived to ſee theſe Preliminaries ſign d: 
Had he been taken off from the Stage of 
Action but a few Weeks ſooner, perhaps 
the Peace and the Treaty had been greatly 
retarded, and our Enemies might have 
proſecuted the War with double Vigour. 
Times and Seaſons, Life and Death ate 
in the Hands of God, and we have ofren 
ſeen that he hath mark'd out and limited 
the Extent of the Life of Princes, to an- 
ſwer wiſe Purpoſes in his own Govern- 
ment of the World, and his gracious 
Deſigns towards Great Britain and the. 
Churches of CHhriſt. 

4. Tis an inſtance of Divine Mercy 
beyond all Expreſſion that we have ſuch 
an Illuſtrious Prince for a Succeſſor : One 
who is not only a firm Proteſtant by the 
influence of his Education under ſuch a 
Father, but from his own Knowledge and 

+ Choice infinitely prefers the Reformed 
Religion, and is a conſtant Profeſſor of it. 

Bleſſed art thou, O Britain, for thy 
King is the Son of Nobles, deſcended 
from a Race of Sovereign Princes ; trained 

up from his youngeſt Years to the ſub- 
lime Art of Government. Nor do ve 
come under the Woe pronounced upon 
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the Land, whaſe King is a Child, a Minor 
under Age, that wants a Ruler to be ſet 
over him. Our pretent Sovereign hath at- 
tained to a ſufficient number of Years, and 
a large Share of Experience of human At- 
fairs, and has made wile. Obſervations of 


the various Occurrences among States and 


Nations, that he may ſway the Sceptre 
of our Land with greater Prudence and 
Succels. 


'Tis to be numbred alſo among our 


Mercies, that King GEORGE the Second 
is no Stranger to our Nation, having 
lived many Years in the mid(t of us, and 


in this he hath a rich Advantage beyond 
his immediate Predeceſſor. Now if our 
late excellent Monarch, who was at firſt 
ſo much a Stranger to us, became thro” 
the Mercy of our God fo wiſe and happy 
a Ruler, how hopeful a Proſpect may we 
have of the preſent and future Govern- 
ment under the Adminiſtration of his 
Royal Son and Succeſſor who has ſtu- 
died our Laws, has given Diligence to 
underſtand the Cuſtoms of the Land, and 
acknowledges theExcellency of our Con- 
ſtitution. 

How happy are we in a Prince who has 
profeſs d in his Royal Declaration, that 
our Laws, our Liberties and Religion 17 
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moſt dear to him: and whoſe Affection to 
his People is ſo conſpicuous, that he hath 
gained the Hearts of ſome of his Subjects, 
who could ſcarce conceal their Enmity to 
his Predeceſlor. 

Nor ſhould I be juſt to my Text on this 
occaſion, if 1 ſhould not take notice of 
that religious Senſe which our preſent So- 
vercign hath expreſs'd* many Years ago, 
of the interpoſing Providence of God in 
counter working all the miſchievous De- 
vices of Rame and Hell, and bringing the 
Proteſtant, Succeſſion in the Illuſtrious 
Houle of Brunſwick to take effect in the 
Perſon of his Royal Father &. He is not one 
of thoſe that attribute the Revolution of 
Kingdoms to Chance, but he regards the 
Work of the Lord therein, and the Oye⸗ 
ration of his Hands. 

5. It ſhould be added to the Rank of 
our Mercies alſo in this Event of Provi- 
dence, that the King ſucceeds to the 
Throne of his Father in ſo much Tran- 
quillity and Peace. No Tumults nor In- 
ſurrections, no riling Sedition, no claſh- 
ing of Arms. The rebellious Party are 
dilcouraged and broken, their Hearts ſink 
within — their Men of Might 
have not found their Hands: We truſt 
dee Me. Der hemls Decicat ion of his {fro-Throlpgy. 
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their number is greatly diminiſhed, and 
will decreafe continually. George the Se- 
cond ſucceeds to the Britiſh Throne with 
ſo general a Satisfaction and Applauſe, that 
we hope it will ſhortly become univerſal. 

May the God of Heaven fulfil our hopes! 

6. N a very remarkable part of our 
Jo; that we are alſo bleſt with a Queen 
of an excellent Character, and a Spirit 
of uncommon Goodneſs. One who hath 
been trained up not only to practiſe Re- 
ligion, but'to underſtand it too. One who 


- hath not waſted her Life in the Gaicties 


and Softnefles/of a Court, but hath pur- 
ſucd ſolid Knowledge in the Things of 


Nature, and the Affairs of Morality : One 


who hath learnt the Rules of Virtue ſuf- 
ficient to reach them as a Science, but 
who tcaches them with more Honour and 
Succeſs by her own daily Practice; and is 
not divetted by the ſplendid Temptations 
of a Palace from the richer tmprovements 
of the Mind. 

- Bleſſed be God for a Britiſh Queen who 
hath ſhewn ſuch a ſincere Zeal and Love 
to the Proteſtant Religion, as to refuſe 


the Imperial Crown of * Germany, leſt ſhe 
ſhould be intangled or defiled with Po- 
prſh Superſtition ; and who takes a pe- 


er Pleaſure to train up her Royal 
t Offspring 
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Offspring inall the Paths of Virtue and Pie: 
ty. May Divinc Mercy ſucceed her Care! 

She is a Princeſs whom we hope the 
Providence of God hath raiſed up to the 
Royal Dignity, that ſhe may. become a 
more powerful and extenſive Pattern of 
every Virtue and every Grace, and may 
help to correct the Manners of the Na- 
tion, and the degenerate Cuſtoms of the 
Times by her illuſtrious Example. 

7. Among the Bleſſings of this Day we 
muſt not forget the numerous Race of : 
young Princes which, we truſt, are born 
to ſecure and perpetuate our Happineſs. 
Children in a more general. ſenſe are the 
Bleſſing of the Lord; but a numerous | 
Progeny in a Royal Houſe, who ſhall _ = 
be all trained up in the Proteſtant Faith, in 
are a peculiar Favour of Heaven to Great 
Britain. What a happy Proſpect is it, 
that our late Sovereign left ſuch a large 
Poſterity behind him! Had his Life been 
ſingle, or like that of King Milliam, not 
bleſt with Royal Iſſue, how dreadful would 
Qur preſent caſe have been? In what Dan- 
gers and Conteſts had he left the Succeſ- 
ſion to his Throne? And our Nation 
might have felt the fatal Effects of it, 
groaning under Popiſh Darkneſs, and wal- 
lowing in Blood. 


I Who 
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Whis can review ſach a multitude of 
Mercies as theſe are, but muſt have his 
Heart fil'd with Joy and Thankfulneſs to 
God the Ruler of the World? And how 
happily are our deepeſt Sorrows for the 
Death of our late King alleviated by ſuch 
a view of Bleſſings in a glorious Succeſſi- 
on? Bleſltngs for prefent and future Ages! 


I am come now to the laft genera! Head 


of my Diſcourſe, and that is a humble en. 
ry into the various Duties that natu- 


rally ariſe from the preſent Event : Moſt 
of them may be — up under the fol- 


lowing Particulars. 

1. A proper and becoming Senſe of our 
Loſs. Shall ſo great a Prince be taken 
away from this Earth, arid ſo valuable a 
Bleſſing from our Nation, without an 


aweful and ſolemn Senſe of the Hand 
of God? Tho' he had arrived at the Age 


of ſixty ſeven Years, which is almoſt the 
Term of the Life of Man, yct the Vigour 
of his Conſtitution, and his healthy Frame 


of Nature, ſeemed to promiſe ns ſeve- 


ral mote Years of Protection and Peace 
under his Government: Bur the All-wiſe 
God hath cut off the Thread of his valu- 
able Eife, and diſappointed our Hopes. 


And while we ſtand in awe, and adore 
* lovereign Hand of Providence, that 
hath 
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hath deprived us of ſo excellent a Prince; 
it becomes us to pay all due Honours to 
his Memory, even tho' his Throne be ſup- 
ply'd with ſo excellent a Succeſſor. All 
Iſrael mourned thirty Days for Moſes their 
Leader in the Plains of Moab, tho they had 
a Joſbua to ſucceed him, who was full of 


the Spirit of Wiſdom, Deut. xxxiv. 8, 9. 


2. Such a Providence as this ſhould 
ſhake us*off from our dependence on any 
Creatures, and fix our Hope more entire- 
ly on God: He only is the King Eternal, 
Immortal, and Inviſible. He is the King 
of Kings, who diſpoſes of their Breath, 


and their Sceptre, and their Dominions: 


as he pleaſes; but he reigns for ever and 
ever, and his Kingdom ſtands to all Ge- 
nerations. This Duty was hinted beſore : 
I add therefore, | 

As Chriſtians, it becomes us on ſuch 
Occaſions toremember Feſus the Son of. 
God, whoſe Title alſo is the Lord of 

Lords, and the King of Kings: Into his 
Hands are committed all the reins of Go- 
vernment in the upper and the lower, 
Worlds. He hath the Keys of Death 
and the Grave. In his Hand is the Life 
of Princes; they reign but under him, 
and according to his Pleaſure. He num- 


bers the Days of their Life, and the Vears 
| F 


of 


| 34 ] 


of their Dominion; and he diſmiſſes them 
from this World when they have finiſhed 
the Work to which he ordained them, 
and raiſes up others in their ſtead, to car- 
ry on his own and his Father's wife and 
eternal Scheme of Councils. He is the 
ſame Tefterday, to Day, and for ever; 
and of his Kingdom there is no End. Tho' 
he be the Child that was born of the 
Virgin, the Son that was promiſed to A. 
braham, and given in Mercy to the World, 
yet he is alſo the mphty God, the ever- 
laſting Father, and the Pronce of Peace, 
Ifaiah ix. 6. Let our Eye be directed to 
him. Let us live upon him as the King 
of Saints, and the King of Nations. And 
amidſt all the Changes and Revolutions 
of this lower World, let us remember 
that Sion is ſtill ſafe under the Eye and 
Care of Jeſus her King. 

3. Let us manifeſt our gratitude to God 
for theſe great and important Bleſſmgs 
which are mingled with the preſent awful 
Event, and let our thankfulneſs be ex- 
preſsd in ſuch a manner as becomes the 
Profeflors of Piety and ſtrict Religion. 
'Tis God that has ordained all things fo 
well for us in this Nation, who 'cſta- 
bliſhed the Proteſtant Succeſſion at firſt, 
and hath made it to take effect once and 

again: 
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again: Tis he hath plac'd all things in 
ſo happy a ſituation to dry up our Tears, 
and. to allay our Sorrows. To him be a 
thouſand Thanks and Honours offered by 
the Nation and all the Churches. 

And in order to manifeſt our thank- 
fulneſs in a more eminent degree, let us 
enquire wherein we have miſimproved the 
Peace, Liberty, and other numerous Bleſ- 
ſings of the former Reign, and awaken 
our ſelves to all holy diligence in a wiſe 
improvement of our preſent Mercies. O! 


let us not indulge Riot, Luxury, and Va- 


nity, nor waſte the Bleſſings of Heaven 
in the follics and iniquities of Life. Let 
us not practiſe the Crimes which my Text 
ſeverely reproves, nor indulge ſenſual mer 
riment with the negle& of God and Re- 
ligion : But as temporal Mercies ſurround 
us in a ſweet Succeſſion, let our Love to 
God our ſupreme Benefactor be perpetu- 
ally encreaſed, and our Duties of Piety be 
ever multiplied. 

4. That Divine Providence which has 
called our preſent Monarch to the Throne, 
demands all dutiful Affection and Obedi- 
ence to be paid him with our Hearts and 
Hands. As we fear God, and love our 
Brethren, ſo let us honour the King, for 
theſe three Commands are joined toge- 

F 2 gether 
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ether in the New Teſtament, 1 Pet. il. 

17. Reaſon and Scripture unite them all. 

Let us ſubmit our ſelves to him with 
all cheerfulneſs, as one whom God has 
appointed to be the Guardian of our Re- 
ligion, and our Liberties, and all that is 
dear to us. Let us ever ſpeak of him 
With Honour, and not mention his Name 
without a becoming Reſpect. With a 
juſt impatience let us frown upon all Talc- 
bearers, and diſcourage every Whiſperer, 
thoſe ſecret and vile Inſtruments of pub- 
lick miſchief. Norlet us give countenance 
to {ly and private inſinuations againſt the 
Dignity and Honour of our Sovereign. 

Let us reverence and love him as one 
that is exalted to be the Miniſter of God 
for our good. *Tis on him, under God, 
that our Eyes are fixed. Tis in him that 
our hopes of Happineſs centre. Under 
Chriſt Jeſus, who is the Lord of Glory, 
we muſt look upon George the Second of 
Great Britain, as the chief Guardian and 
Support of the Proteſtant Religion in the 
World. 

5. Let us offer our daily and ardent 
Prayers t0 God for his long Life, Pro- 


Hie and Peace. Addreſſes to Heaven 
for the divine Preſence with him, ſhould 


be Jen with al our Vows of Allegt- 
V3 194 ance. 
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ance. We read in Jaſbua i. 17. That 
when the Tribes of Reuben, Gad and 
Manaſſeh ſaurrender'd themſelves to the 
Conduct of Joſhua in the Room of Moſes, 
they joy ned a hearty Petition to the Lord 
for him ; According as we hearkned unto 
Moſes in all Things, ſo will we hearken 
unto thee, and all that thou commande/t 
us we will do : only the Lard thy God be 
with thee, as he was with Moſes. 
When Solomon was placed on the 
Throne of hiFFather Dquid before he 
died, David is ſuppoſed to write the 
LxxII. Pſalm, which may be a proper 
Pattern for our preſent Petitions in this 
manner: As thou' gaveſ# our late Kin 
thy Fudgments, O God, ſo give thy Righ- 
teouſneſs to the King's Son: Let him judge 
thy People with Righteouſneſs, and thy 
Poor with Judgment. Let him ſave the 
Children of the needy, and break in pieces 
the Oppreſſor : Let him come down like 
Rain upon the new mown Graſs , as 
Showers that water the Earth: In his 
Days let the Righteous flouriſh, and a- 
bundance of Peace be derived from his 
Poſterity ſo long as the Moon endureth ; 


As his Dominions are extended from Sea - 


to Sea, ſo let him have a ſpreading in- 
fluence from the Rivers of Great Britain 


unig 
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unto the Ends of the Earth; Let thaſe 
that dwell in diſtant Lands, bow before 
him, and let his Enemies lick the Duſt ; 
Let him live and reign a length of Years, 
and all due Tribute be given him; Let 
Prayer be made for him continually, and 
may he be ever engaged in Works of 
Bleſſing to the World, that he may re- 
ceive daily and perpetual Praiſes. 

And as the Spirit of God eminently 
deſigned Solomon in this Pſalm as a Type 
of Chriſt, fo let us pragghat our Sove- 
reign may imitate ohr Wen led Feſus in 
all Divine Virtues, and in the ſacred Qua- 
lifications of a Ruler; that his Throne 
may be furrounded with Wiſdom and 
eſtabliſhed in Juſtice : In his Majeſty let 
him ride — 24 with Truth, Meek- 
neſs and Righteouſneſs attending him ; 
May every Princely Virtuc and Grace 
dwell in his Heart and ſhine through all 
his Actions. May his Authority and his 
Royal Example joyn together to work 
Wonders of « Reformation among the 
higher and the lower Ranks of Mankind : 
And may Probity of Manners be always 
a neceſſary ſtep of Acceſs.to the King's 
Favour. 

O may he be wiſe as an Angel of God 
to diſcern between Good and Evil, be- 


tween 
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tween his ſincere Friends and fawning, 
Flatterers! Grant, O Lord, that he may 
daily encreaſe in Sagacity and happy Pe- 
netration to diſcover the true Intereſt of 
the Land, and be ever ſteady and refolute 
in the purſuit of it. Let him fee his own 
Intereſt inſeparably connected with the 
Intereſt of his People, and 'purfue them 
together with glorious Succeſs. May the 
Proteſtant Powers abroad acknowledge 
him as their common Father, and their 
ſuperior Friend; and may even the diſtant 
Poſterity of our Nation joyn with the 
Generations to come in Foreign Lands | 
in paying Honour to his Memory, 2s | 
the chief Support of Religion and Li- | 
berty in this lower World. | | 
And ſince God hath bleſfed us with a 

Queen Conſort, let her alſo have a large | 
ſhare in our beſt Wiſhes and our pious , 
Addreſſes to Heaven. Long may ſhe live l 
a tranſcendent Bleſſing to the Nation and 
the World; and fulfill with Honour all 
the promiſing Proſpects that her ſublime 
Character and Virtue in a leſs exalted 
Station have given us. Let the Pro- 
phecy of Iſaiah be eminently fulfill'd in 
our Day, that a King is become our nurſing 
Father and a Queen our nurſing Mother. 
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The various Branches of the Royal Fa- 
mily demand a ſhare alſo in our Prayers; 
that plentiful Influences from Heaven may 
deſcend on them all; and that they may. 
be train'd up under ſuch Parents, for all 
the high Stations to which Providence 
may. deſign them in future Times ; that 
Bleſſings derived from the moſt ſerene. 
Family of Brunſwick may be diffuſed 
through the Nations of the Earth; and 
eſpecially that the Heirs of the Crown 
deſcended fim this Illuſtrious Houſe may 
ſit on the Throne of Great Britain in 2 
long and perpetual Sueceſſion, may gloti- 
ouſly maintain Religion and Virtue in 
the Land, and promote the Kingdom of 

our bleſſed Redeemer from Age to Age 
till time ſhall be no more. Amen, 
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